
Independent Digital Lessons: “Look Fors”
Guide (K)

Zearn Math for Kindergarten is designed to be developmentally appropriate for young students. In Kindergarten,
students learn new grade-level content with their teacher during a Teacher-led Lesson. When visiting a
Kindergarten classroom using Zearn Math, we recommend considering the following.

Observe the Lesson Warm-up (if applicable)
Students should spend 10-20 minutes problem solving and building number sense as a whole class. If
applicable to the high quality instructional materials in  your school specific core math curriculum, teachers may
choose to deliver instruction in stations or as a whole group.

Teachers leading one fluency activity to practice previously learned content

Teachers facilitating one word problem and students solving using a variety of approaches and
engaging in math discourse

Observe Collaborative Concept Exploration
Students should spend about 20 minutes with their teacher completing a live daily Lesson, using their schoolʼs
high quality instructional materials. Teachers may choose to deliver instruction in stations or as a whole group.

Students using concrete manipulatives to model their math reasoning

Students drawing on paper or whiteboards to represent their math reasoning with pictorial
representations

Students receiving direct feedback throughout the lesson
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Observe Daily Concept Exploration
Students should spend about 10 minutes at each station. Depending on your schedule or math block, you could
have students visit one or more stations a day across your week. We recommend setting up at least 2 stations,
one being the Digital Activity and Problem Sets.

Kindergarten Digital Activity
Students should engage with Zearn Kindergarten
Digital Activities for about 10 minutes each day. As
students work on these activities, look for:

Problem Sets
Teachers should use Zearn Reports and data
collected during their live instruction to make
informed decisions to target student needs. Look for:

Students wearing headphones to hear the
personalized acceleration and support in each
Digital Activity

Students independently completing
Digital Activities, not as a whole group or in
pairs

Students working in small groups or 1:1
with the teacher for targeted support

Students engaging with concrete
materials to develop their conceptual
understanding and number sense

Observe Classroom Systems and Routines
These systems and routines help establish the Zearn Math Kindergarten classroom model. Look for:

Systems that help students efficiently transition to and from  their independent digital activities
Systems that support students logging in and logging out of their accounts efficiently
Systems that encourage students to build a growth mindset and persevere through challenge
Systems that allow teachers to monitor student progress, reflect and adjust
Systems for tracking goals and celebrating student effort, both individually and as a class

Overall Trends
Consider using this space to capture trends you notice from the observations above.

Strengths Opportunities

Next steps
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